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burying; or by burning; after which the container shall be thoroughly
cleaned before being returned to the boat.
Public Health Reason: Since gastro-intestinal infections are at times con-
veyed by raw shellfish, it is highly important to protect the shellfish on
boats and in shellfish growing areas, as well as areas adjacent thereto from
infection with such organisms as are known to be conveyed through ex-
cretions of the human body.
Satisfactory Compliance: This item shall be deemed, to have been satis-
fied if:
(1) A boat which is away from shore toilet facilities more than three
hours has thereon a watertight container made of heavy gauge metal, with
a tight-fitting cover, of sufficient capacity to provide for the crew but in
no case less than two gallon capacity.
(2) The container is securely fastened to the boat to avoid spilling and
in such a position as to be at the maximum distance from shellfish on
board.
(3) There is evidence that the container is used for the purpose pro-
vided for.
(4) The contents of the container are properly disposed of by discharg-
ing overboard in a designated area or carried to shore for disposal into a
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sewerage system or a sanitary privy; or buried or incinerated.
(5) The container is thoroughly cleansed after the contents have been
removed and before it is returned to the boat.
3.3 Procedure to be Employed in the Bacteriological Examination of
Shellfish and Shellfish Waters--The procedures to be followed are those
given in the Report of the American Public Health Association Standard
Methods Committee to the Committee on Research and Standards, Journal
of the American Public Health Association, Vol. 33, No. 5, May 1943, pp
582-91. The report is entitled: Recommended Method of Procedure for
Bacteriological Examination of Shellfish and Shellfish Waters.*
These procedures include those for bacteriological examination of shell-
fish growing waters and for bacteriological examination of shellfish. The
interpretation and application of results of the bacteriological examination
of shellfish growing waters have been set forth in 2.3, 2.4, 2.5, pp9 and 10
of this manual.
Until more data are available, any attempt to interpret the results of
bacteriological examinations of shellfish other than oysters as taken from
growing areas or cleansing processes in terms of their probable freedom
from pathogenic organisms is questionable. For the time being the chief
reliance should be placed on the quality of the water over the growing
areas or that used in cleansing processes. It seems reasonable to assume,
-however, that an M.P.N. value of 2400 or more coliform organisms per
100 ml. occurring in successive samples of shellfish, other than oysters,
Copies are available from the American Public Health Association, 17 90 Broadway,
New Iork, N. Y., for 25 cents per copy.
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